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‘77 Broncos Make Those Miracles Happen  
   Mile High Miracles was truly the merging of                          
professional athletes with those who hope to play sports.  
The event was billed as A Tribute to the 1977 Denver 
Bronco Football Team and a fundraiser for Dani’s               
Foundation. What is the commonality of these two 
groups?  One man and a beautiful young woman:  Norris 
Weese, former quarterback with the Denver Broncos and 
player on Denver’s very first Super Bowl Team, and Dani 
Stell, an active bright young woman.  Both Norris and 
Dani succumbed to Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare form of  
cancer that affects and takes the lives of children and 
young adults.  Thanks to these guardian angels, the 
March 6 Mile High Miracles was a smashing success for 
all concerned! 
   Mile High Miracles brought the 1977 Denver Broncos 
together with family, friends and associates of Dani’s 
Foundation.  The event was held in the East Club Lounge 
within Invesco Field at Mile High.  Over 300 die-hard 
Bronco fans gathered some 33 years later to pay tribute 
to this amazing football team who served as the                       
inspiration for the phenomenon that is now known as                     
Broncomania!  Some 25 players and coaches from the 
’77 Team reunited during the early evening with                 
handshakes and hugs and reveled in the stories of a 
miracle record that has gone statistically unmatched in 
Denver Bronco seasons since.  Although the 12-2 Denver                
Broncos did not take home the final trophy in Super Bowl 
XII, they returned to a hero’s welcome and the undying 
adoration from Bronco fans throughout the country.  This 
was “THE TEAM”  that turned the tide into what we all 
know as the Denver Bronco Dynasty within the National 
Football League and we continue to honor the many  
participants who played a part in the magic of the 1977 
season. 
   The program was overseen by CBS4’s Vic Lombardi 
and News Radio 850 KOA’s Lois Melkonian.  Following 
presentations of a proclamation from Mayor John                   
Hickenlooper, Dani’s Story by Michele Ashby and the 
introduction of The Norris Weese Ewing’s Sarcoma             
Research Fund by Vice President of Communications for 
the Denver Broncos Jim Saccomano and a short plea by 
Weese’s wife Sandy, former Denver Sportscaster Gary 
Cruz presided over the laughter and the tears of the ’77 
season as told by the coaching staff, members of the 
Orange Crush defense and the original #7 Craig Morton 
and his offensive unit.  Jon Keyworth ended the evening 
by singing “Make Those Miracles Happen”, the song that 
was known as the anthem to the ’77 Broncos and now the 
anthem for Dani’s Foundation. 
    Mile High Miracles was sponsored by MiNE LLC, 
News Radio 850 KOA and CBS 4 in association with A 
Creative Corner, Timothy Bishop, Budweiser, CEAVCO 
Audio Visual, Centennial Sir Speedy, Creative                             
Technology  Prosthetics and Orthotics, LLC, Land Title 
Guarantee Company, Providers’ Resource                        
Clearinghouse, RealNet Realty, The Children’s Hospital, 
Tim & Lynn Simmons, VBK Designs, West Tech, Inc. and 
the Family of Norris Weese.  
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Why                                 

This has been a year of accomplishments already – and we are just in the first quarter! We have 
great updates for you about the research and what is going with our educational program, the 
Ewing’s Sarcoma Alliance and so much more. I am excited to share the news with you I just heard 

from Dr. Toretsky – that we are much closer to a clinical trial for Ewing’s Sarcoma                
patients than we have ever been!  I have been fighting this battle for 12 years now, and 
it has taken this long for us to find a possible solution to this disease.  It is here now 
– in maybe as soon as 2 years, we could have the evidence we need to change the 
course of Ewing’s Sarcoma forever!!!  And you all helped us get here and can help us 
win this battle! 
 
I was able to share this monumental news with all the people who came to our               
recent event. It was such a delight to see so many family, friends and associates at 

Mile High Miracles on March 6.  The evening was truly amazing and I thank everyone who lent 
their time, talents and support to this very special event that not only paid tribute to the 1977 
Denver Bronco Football Team but to those who were there in support of the patients and Dani’s 
Foundation. 
 
Gatherings such as Mile High Miracles remind me that we are doing important work, and how 
far we have come. Over 300 people were present on March 6 to hear our story and as I listened 
to Sandy Weese speak during the program about her best friend and husband, Norris, I glanced 
about the ballroom and was amazed at the hush that fell over the crowd.  Everyone was focused 
on what she was saying - through laughter and tears - and, before leaving the stage, Sandy made an            
impassioned plea, asking everyone assembled to become involved in the battle against the disease 
that took the life of husband and friend to so many in the audience.   
 
While Sandy spoke, I took solace in the presence of so many others, like the Stone family who was 
sitting nearby.  They have lost a son and a brother to Ewing’s in 2008; I caught site of Kat Leyba, 
who lost her mother from Ewing’s last year; and I noticed a tinge of sadness in the eyes of many of 
Norris Weese’s teammates, who are still touched by his passing from Ewing’s in 1995.  During 
those few moments in time, we were all connected by a common thread.  And, as Sandy                         
concluded her remarks, we were ALL united in a mission to succeed! 
 
On behalf of Dani’s Foundation, we were most honored to have had the opportunity to be  
associated with the 1977 Denver Bronco Football Team.  These are the men who inspired so 
many during their amazing season 32 years ago and these are the men who continue to give                 
unselfishly to their communities.  Their support of this very special event was such a thrill for 
those of us who are not only die-hard Denver Bronco fans, but for those of us who are working 
to combat a horrific disease that served to bring us all together on March 6.   I know that many 
members of that amazing team and those fans who supported them during that season of miracles 
will be joining with us in the days ahead and will help us in our efforts to endow The Norris 
Weese Ewing’s Sarcoma Research Fund.  By working together, we will continue to make the 
miracles happen for those in need of our support! 
 
Mile High Miracles served as the kick off to our 2010                       
campaign.  We have many exciting programs and events planned 
for the coming year and I am asking each of you - who are reading 
this newsletter - to commit to become involved with Dani’s             
Foundation and help us in our efforts to make a difference in the 
lives of those that we seek to serve.   
 
In closing, my sincere thanks to each of the sponsors, donors, 
guests, volunteers and others who made Mile High Miracles an 
evening to remember and to those who could not attend….please 
join us this year in Making Miracles for Dani’s Foundation. 
 
Yours in Health & Happiness,   

 
 
 

Michele Ashby 
Founder & President 
Dani’s Foundation  



        

STOP LOOK & LIVE SEEKS EARLIER DETECTION FOR PEDIATRIC SARCOMAS 
CHILDHOOD  

CANCER STATISTICS 
 
• Every year, more than 
      12,000 children and teens 
       are diagnosed with cancer. 
• On average, 46 children and       

adolescents are diagnosed 
with cancer every week day 
in the United States. 

• Cancer kills more children 
than any other disease. 

• More than 2,300 children 
and teenagers die from  
cancer each year - more 
than asthma, diabetes, cystic 
fibrosis, congenital                   
anomalies, and AIDS,             
combined. 

• One in every four                  
elementary schools has a 
child with cancer. 

• The average high school has 
two students who are              
current or former cancer 
patients. 

• There are more than 50 
types of pediatric sarcomas, 
and they account for 20% of 
all pediatric  cancers. 

• Bone cancer incidence   
increases between the ages 
of 11 to 15 coinciding with 
the adolescent growth 
spurt. 

• Under the best              
circumstances , chances for 
a 5-year survival rate are 
slightly better than 60%. 

• Cancer that has spread to 
other organs by the time of 
diagnosis decreases 5-year 
survival rates to about 20%. 

• One out of three children,                 
diagnosed with sarcoma will 
not survive the cancer. 

• Early detection is the key to 
better survival statistics. 

 
Help Dani’s Foundation spread 
the word on the symptoms of 
pediatric sarcoma with the goal 
of saving a child’s life this year! 
For information on how you can 
help with the STOP LOOK & 
LIVE campaign, call 
303.601.1881 or email to                             
martha@danisfoundation.org. 

   After months of anticipation, the STOP LOOK & 
LIVE brochures and posters are now printed and ready 
for distribution to the Colorado community!  Thanks to 
the generosity of MiNE, LLC with grants from the Nathan 
B. & Florence R. Burt Foundation, Sam’s Club and               
WalMart, this community education program is now 
ready for distribution to those on the front line in dealing 
with our children.  Packets of information will soon be 
mailed to school nurses, physical education instructors, 
coaches, athletic directors and trainers with the goal of 
educating each on the symptoms of pediatric sarcoma. 
   “Many symptoms are simply overlooked and attributed 
to typical growth factors or injuries associated with    
physical activity,” explained Program Chairwoman Claudia 
Cruz.  “Dani’s Foundation is hopeful that by educating 
those who deal with our children on a daily basis, we can 
be helpful in educating the Colorado community on the 
need to seek out earlier detection with the goal of saving 
our children’s lives. We do not want to act as alarmists 
and cause undo testing, but should any of the symptoms 
listed within the brochure persist, we are encouraging the 
proper medical attention and testing.”   
   STOP LOOK & LIVE is available FREE to any                
Colorado school and/or medical professional.  To obtain 
your brochures and posters, contact Dani’s Foundation at 
303.601.1881 or email to Martha@danisfoundation.org.  
 

By working together, we can  

STOP LOOK & LIVE!  

in association with community grants from 

STOP LOOK & LIVE  
is being sponsored by  



MILE HIGH MIRACLES 
AN AMAZING REUNION 

Mile High Miracles is the largest reunion of the 1977 Denver Bronco Football Team!  
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THE NORRIS WEESE                                     
EWING’S SARCOMA                                   

RESEARCH FUND                                               
Dani’s                     
Foundation is 
honored to          
partner with the 
family of Norris 
Weese to estab-
lish The Norris 
Weese Ewing’s 
Sarcoma            
Research Fund 
which will assist 

in developing a new funding stream 
for research grants to scientific                
investigators who are seeking to find 
the cause and the cure for Ewing’s 
Sarcoma and the other forms of       
pediatric sarcomas that are affecting 
and taking the lives of children and 
“young” adults.   
   Weese, a former quarterback for 
the Denver Broncos, died Friday, 
January 20, 1995. He was 43.  The 
cause of death was Ewing’s Sarcoma. 
   Weese was born on Sunday,              
August 12, 1951 in Baton Rouge.  He 
played baseball and football at the 
University of Mississippi.  He had the 
dubious task of following a legend, 
Archie Manning, as quarterback at 
Ole Miss.  In 1971, Weese led               
Mississippi to the Peach Bowl 
Crown. 
   Following graduation from               
college, Weese signed with the 
World Football League’s Hawaiians 
and was named as their starting 
quarterback in 1974.  Weese played 
one season in the World Football 
League before joining the Broncos in 
1976.  
   Weese played for the Denver 
Broncos from 1976 to 1979, backing 
up Craig Morton for three seasons 
and starting in 1979.  Weese is best 
remembered for relieving Craig         
Morton in the second half of Super 
Bowl XII.  He led the Broncos to a 
touchdown on a third quarter drive 
to cut his team’s deficit to 20-10.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Weese eventually won the 
starting role over Morton in 
1979, but a knee injury during 
that season ended his career.   
Weese is third on the              
Broncos' career proficiency 
list among quarterbacks,                        
completing 143 of 251 passes 
for 1,887 yards and 7 touch-
downs. 
   Following retirement from 
football, Weese worked in 
Denver as a certified public 
accountant. 
   Weese began suffering with 
chronic back pain in 1994.  
After multiple visits to                  
physicians and his pain being 
dismissed as an “old football 
injury”, testing finally detected 
that a tumor was growing on 
his spinal column.  The tumor 
was diagnosed as Ewing’s   
Sarcoma, a rare form of bone 
cancer that typically affects 
children and young adults.  
   The Weese family is work-
ing with Dani’s Foundation to 
endow The Norris Weese 
Ewing’s Sarcoma                     
Research Fund that, once 
funded, will offer annual grant              
awards to scientific                          
investigators who are seeking 
to find the cause and the cure 
for Ewing’s Sarcoma and the 
other forms of pediatric               
sarcomas.   
   If you would like to make a 
donation in memory of Norris 
Weese, Dani Stell and the 
many other patients who have 
lost their battle to pediatric 
sarcomas, please send your 
tax deductible donations to  

Dani’s Foundation,                   
1600 Broadway,                     

Suite 2400,                                 
Denver, CO 80202.   



EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCE UPDATE 

Since launching the EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCE in November, much has been happening                   
and Dani’s Foundation is working with other Foundations, organizations, medical institutions and 
advocates on providing additional resources and support for the Ewing’s community worldwide. 
 
The initial meeting of the EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCE was held on November 4 in Miami 
and 40 representatives from Ewing’s organizations and medical facilities joined together for a one-
day meeting to determine the need of this umbrella organization in regard to expanding the scope 
of support to Ewing’s patients, family members, caregivers, medical professionals and researchers.  
“The first meeting was a tremendous success,” stated Michele Ashby, Founder & President of Dani’s 
Foundation and meeting sponsor.  “It was most rewarding to meet so many who are  dedicated to 
ending this horrific disease!” 
 
At the conclusion of the November 4 meeting, a Board of Directors was appointed and this group 
has been working on the details associated with formalizing the newly established non-profit                 
Alliance.  The Board of Directors of the EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCE are Michele Ashby, 
President, Martha Simmons, Secretary & Treasurer, and members include Trevor Dalton, Reed    
Kavner (Ewing’s Research Foundation), and Brad Wolfe (Sunbeam Foundation).  Besides working on 
the details of formation, the EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCE has established a system of                  
networking that is designed to offer additional information and resources to those who are in need 
of support.  Since the outset, the network has provided resources and affiliate connections to               
patients looking for immediate support;  information on existing clinical trials to patients and family 
members; and information on new research programs that will help to better serve scientists in 
need of data and information. 
 
“The networking element of this new Alliance has been amazing,” explained Ashby. “ To date, we 
have connected a patient in need to a Ewing’s organization in his area, we have made the                 
connection for 2 patients to become involved with clinical trials, we have disseminated information             
on two research projects and we have fielded many requests for basic information.  By having this 
network in place, assistance is the click of the computer button away for those that need support 
and it has been most gratifying to be a part of the solution for those in need of support!” 
 
Just recently, the Ewing’s Sarcoma Alliance posted information on its website pertaining to a                   
Sarcoma Patient Registry for the Sarcoma Foundation of America; a genetic study of Ewing’s        
patients by the LA Children’s Hospital and an national advocacy campaign that is being coordinated                   
by CureSearch.  New information is updated weekly on the Alliance’s website and anyone wishing 
to provide or obtain resources should visit the EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCES’s website 
for information and support.  The website address is http://www.ewingssarcomaalliance.org  
 
For more information on the EWING’S SARCOMA ALLIANCE, contact Ashby or                      
Simmons at Dani’s Foundation (303.601.1881) or email to martha@danisfoundation.org. 

 
 
 

By working together,  
we will make an impact  

in the battle against Ewing’s Sarcoma! 

SEE                                  
WHAT PEOPLE                  

ARE SAYING                  
ABOUT THE              

EWING’S                    
SARCOMA                     
ALLIANCE 

 
 
 

“TODAY                                  
IS A SPECIAL DAY… 
THANKS TO THE              

EWING’S SARCOMA                                          
ALLIANCE!” 

 
“This is a miracle!   
Everything they needed 
for the trial lined up 
perfectly for him!” 
 
“We have tried to get 
patients into trials and it 
has been too late...not 
this time!” 
 
Without the                     
EWING’S SARCOMA 
ALLIANCE, this            
patient would never 
have found help.  
Thanks to everyone 
working together within 
this amazing organiza-
tion he will get more 
time and positive solu-
tions...solutions that will 
help him and other chil-
dren!” 
 
“All of you in this     
Alliance made this   
happen.  God Bless You 
ALL!” 
 

“Today is a victory for 
the  

EWING’S                  
SARCOMA                         
ALLIANCE!” 



RESEARCH UPDATE 
 

   News from Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center and Dr. Jeffrey Torestsky - The Ewing’s sarcoma 
family of tumors are highly malignant tumors of bone and soft tissue that occur in children, teenagers and young 
adults.  The most common sites for Ewing’s sarcoma are the pelvis, thigh and trunk of the body.  Ewing’s            
sarcoma is an aggressive tumor.  By the time a patient is diagnosed, it has most likely metastasized (spread).  For 
this reason, Ewing’s sarcoma often requires treatment to the whole body. 
 
Even with a combined approach of surgery, radiotherapy and intensive chemotherapy, patients with metastatic                 
Ewing’s sarcoma have a poor prognosis.  However, more than 95 percent of Ewing’s sarcomas have a                        
chromosome translocation which results in the fusion protein - EWS-FLI1.  This protein serves as a molecular 
target that may prove to be the key to developing more effective therapies and increasing survival for patients 
with the disease. 

    
Dr. Toretsky and his colleagues at the Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center have produced a biologically active recombinant 
EWS-FLI1 oncoprotein in vitro, which proved to be no small task.  In the past, many attempts failed due to incorrect folding of the 
protein.  Toretsky and his team found that improperly folded protein, although chemically the same as the protein found in nature, 
did not behave in the same way.  This problem was solved by reshaping the EWS-FLI1 to more closely resemble the protein found 
in nature by using an immobilization-assisted refolding procedure.   
   
Elimination of EWS-FLI1 from a Ewing’s sarcoma tumor causes cell death and decreases tumor growth in animal models.  “The 
ability to produce the EWS-FLI1 protein in a test tube that behave similarly to the EWS-FLI1 found in cancer patients will help  
scientists learn how it causes cancer and will offer the ability to create the therapies needed to inhibit its activity,” explained  
Toretsky. 
    
The application of small molecules to disrupt or inactivate tumor-specific molecular targets like EWS-FLI1 is rapidly increasing.  The 
use of these small molecules to probe biology and treat disease is advancing research towards a new generation of anti-cancer 
therapies. 
    
Dr. Toretsky and his colleagues are optimistic that the research that they are conducting may soon help those who suffer from 
Ewing’s sarcoma and other forms of cancer.  “Despite recent advances in the treatment of cancer, survival rates have not changed 
for Ewing’s sarcoma patients in the last decade.  We are working hard to develop novel strategies for treating patients with Ewing’s 
sarcoma who are not surviving despite intensive therapies such as high-dose chemotherapy and bone marrow transplantation.  
With the latest finding from our lab, we are closer to our goal of finding a highly-effective and highly-specific treatment for Ewing’s 
Sarcoma.” 
    
Editors Note:  At present, Dr. Toretsky is working on toxicology studies that will insure the safety of the medication and the ways in which to 
administer treatment.  Dani’s Foundation will continue to provide support with the goal of making these new therapies available in the very 
near future!  Your support of The Norris Weese Ewing’s Sarcoma Research Fund will help Dani’s Foundation continue their support of 
Dr. Toretsky and other scientific investigators who are looking into finding the cause, the treatment and the cure for Ewing’s and the other 
forms of pediatric sarcomas.   

COUNT ME IN ON NORRIS’ TEAM 
Please credit my tax-deductible donation of $_________ to 
The Norris Weese Ewing’s Sarcoma Research Fund 

with the goal of finding the cause and the cure for Ewing’s Sarcoma                                  
and the other forms of pediatric sarcomas. 

 
Name:  _______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
City:  _____________________  State:  ______  Zip Code:  ____________ 
Email Address: _____________________  Phone:  ___________________________ 
 

To make a Credit Card donation, contact the Foundation office at 303.601.1881 
Return this form with your donation to 

Dani’s Foundation, 1600 Broadway, Suite 2400, Denver, CO 80202 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

MAKE                                  
YOUR PLEDGE TODAY 



CHELSEA’S STORY 
In June 2009, Chelsea Bhajan had 
one more year of High School to 
complete. She was involved in her 
school’s  musical production, 
played soccer and enjoyed hiking 
and camping. She had run for 
Head Girl, and was a regular              
volunteer at a Children’s Home 
and a Home for the Aged. The 
biggest challenge facing her was 
how to juggle two important 
events taking place that summer - 
the Global Young Leaders                  
Conference in the USA, Europe 

or China, and the Caribbean Award Sub-Regional               
Conference taking place in Jamaica. Of course, she wanted 
to do it all. She was giddy with the thought of going off to 
college in the next year.  
 
Everything was coming together as it should, but less than 
two weeks into June, her world turned upside down. 
 
For more than a year, her doctor had examined the small 
lump on her leg and diagnosed it as a harmless lipoma. It 
was never painful and though it had grown bigger, it was 
still barely noticeable. He advised that surgical removal 
was entirely optional. As school broke for the holidays, 
her family contemplated surgery and sought a second 
opinion. The specialist immediately ordered an MRI of her 
thigh. The results raised enough red flags to warrant an 
immediate referral to an orthopaedic surgeon in Miami.  
The first day they met, he did a biopsy and gave the           
devastating news –the tumor was malignant. Within a 
week she had the diagnosis-Ewing’s Sarcoma. She had 
come for two weeks and ended up having to stay for  
almost a year. Her family had to be split, with her mother 
staying with her in Miami as she underwent treatment and 
her dad and brother returning to their native Trinidad. 
She had to take a year off school and put everything on 
hold. An aggressive treatment protocol involving               
chemotherapy, radiation and surgery was prescribed and 
began almost immediately. Ewing’s Sarcoma is very rare, 
very aggressive and very lethal. Fortunately for Chelsea, 
her tumor was lodged between the soft tissues of her 
thigh and had not spread to the bone. 
 
Midway through her chemotherapy, the tumor, which had 
shrunk considerably by that time, was surgically removed. 
Intense radiation treatment followed, in conjunction with 
the chemotherapy. 

 

Her treatment has not been without setbacks. She 
woke up one morning with her hands and feet swollen 
and inflamed. She couldn’t walk without the aid of 
crutches at one point. It was a side effect the doctors 
had read about but never actually seen. She also            
developed infections which affected the progress of 
her treatments.  
 
Through it all - the hair loss, the vomiting, the nausea, 
the fatigue, she has kept her positive attitude and her 
beautiful smile. She has faced this challenge head-on 
and characteristically opted not to cover up her newly 
bald pate. 
 
Cancer has changed her life and that of her family in 
many ways but it has also channeled many angels to 
come into their lives. Healing involves so much more 
than medicine and the compassion and support from 
the nurses, doctors and other care-givers have been 
truly overwhelming. There are so many good people 
doing good work every single day in the fight against 
pediatric cancer. Having the opportunity to meet some 
of them and have them in her life has been a constant 
source of strength. They have all become part of her 
extended family. 
 
As her planned treatment protocol comes to end, 
Chelsea is ecstatic about taking up where she left off. 
Of course, there will be many more tests, surgery to 
remove her port-a-cath and close monitoring over the 
months ahead.  She is giddy again, preparing for the 
SATs and once again looking at college options.  

Next up, returning home and 
finishing up her last year of high 
school. 

Michele Ashby and Martha               
Simmons had the pleasure of 
meeting Chelsea and her mother 
last fall in Miami.  Our lives have 
truly been touched by Chelsea, her 
story and her determination to face 
the many challenges of pediatric               
sarcoma and do whatever is needed to overcome all              
obstacles that come before her.   

On behalf of everyone who is associated with Dani’s                
Foundation, we will look forward to following Chelsea’s life 
stories, as she embarks on what is sure to be a most 
amazing journey. 



DANI’S FOUNDATION 
COMING EVENTS 

March 4 - December 31 
NORRIS WEESE EWING’S SARCOMA  

RESEARCH FUND DRIVE 
Join the family and friends of Former Denver 
Bronco Norris Weese and make a tax-deductible 
gift to Dani’s Foundation with the goal of endowing 
this fund that will provide annual research grants to 
scientific investigators who are looking to find the 
cause and the cure for Ewing’s Sarcoma and the 
other forms of pediatric sarcomas.   
 
Mail your donation today to Dani’s Foundation, 
1600 Broadway, Suite 2400, Denver, CO 80202. 
 

July 15—31 
PURSES WITH A PURPOSE  
Non Event Benefit & On-Line Auction 

 
For information on how you can participate and bid 
during this very special virtual event,  visit our web-
site at www.danisfoundation.org 
 

August 8 
S.T.E.P.S. WALK 

(Stride To End Pediatric Sarcoma)  
at Step Up For Cancer  

Dick Sporting Goods Park 
 

October 30 
MONSTER MASH 

Information coming soon! 
 

VOLUNTEER CORNER 
Dani’s Foundation relies on assistance from volunteers to accomplish the many      
aspects of conducting the business of this non-profit organization.  Without 
these dedicated individuals, many of the programs and events that we                     
coordinate would not be possible.  Below is a story on one of our amazing 
volunteers who represent hundreds of other individuals who give unselfishly of 
their time and talents in the Campaign to End Pediatric Sarcoma. 
 

CLAUDIA CRUZ  
Volunteer Extrodinaire! 

 
Claudia Cruz is a member of the Dani Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.  Presently she serves as the                  
Secretary of the Board and has played a major role in 
the development of the STOP LOOK & LIVE                   
Pediatric Sarcoma Community Education Program.   
 

Claudia and Michele Ashby have been friends since their high school 
days at St. Mary’s Academy in Denver and she and Gloria Wright were 
two of the first volunteers to step to the plate when Michele was               
working to form Dani’s Foundation in 1999.   
 
Below are questions that were posed to Claudia, in regard to her                 
reason for becoming involved with Dani’s Foundation and the Campaign 
to End Pediatric Sarcoma.             
 
What motivated you to help Michele in the development of 
Dani’s Foundation? 
Friendship!  Michele has been a friend for many years and seeing what Dani 
and she went thru during Dani’s battle against Ewing’s Sarcoma… I just 
thought that if I could do something to help so that one more person did not 
have to go through this ordeal…that could make a difference!  
 
How has this Foundation impacted your life? 
I am amazed at the human spirit and the power that each of us has to               
promote change...it is true that YOU can make a difference. 
 
What has been your best memory from your work with Dani’s                  
Foundation? 
Remembering the many events when the Foundation was starting out and 
going to the costume stores with Michele.  These are most precious memories 
that I will cherish for many years to come! 
 
What do you feel is important to share with others in regard 
to the work that is performed by Dani’s Foundation? 
Every little bit helps! 
 
What is your favorite memory of Dani? 
The day of Keith and Michele’s wedding.  Everyone was so happy and Dani 
was truly enjoying the celebration! 
 
Dani’s Foundation would like to thank Claudia Cruz for her continued 
support of Dani’s Foundation and the Campaign to End Pediatric               
Sarcoma.  Thanks to Claudia and the hundreds of others who lend their 
time and talents to our organization, tomorrow will be a brighter day 
for those children and young adults who need us most! 
 

“It is not so much our friends’ help that helps us  
as the confident knowledge that they will help us.” - Epicurius 

PURSES WITH A PURPOSE                          
ON-LINE AUCTION                                         

TO BENEFIT DANI’S FOUNDATION 
Pediatric sarcoma patients will be 
joining with local and national               
celebrities and Friends of the                       
Foundation by utilizing their                  

creativity by developing Art Bags for Dani’s                
Foundation.  These very special re-useable bags will 
be offered for auction during the July 15 - 31 
Purses With A Purpose On-Line Auction that will 
take place via the Foundation’s website and will 
assist in raising  vital funding for the Campaign to 
End Pediatric Sarcoma.  
 
Make a plan to log onto www.danisfoundation.org 
July 15 - 31 and make your bid on what is sure to 
be a most unique auction of Purses and other 
items.  Your bids will insure that tomorrow is a 
brighter day for those children and young adults 
who are currently diagnosed with pediatric                  
sarcomas.   



Foundation Donors 
On behalf of the Board of Directors & staff of Dani’s Foundation,                                                                           

we send our sincere thanks to those donors who have supported our efforts during the last quarter. 

Mr. Lou Lepry 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Melton 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Newell 
Dr. Marina Papirova 
Ms. Debra Parsons 
Pediatric Therapy Institute 
Reimer Enterprises 
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Shields 
Ms. Michele Sie Whitten 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wright 
 
NORRIS WEESE 
EWING’S SARCOMA RESEARCH FUND 
Ms. Wenona Bone 
Mr. Joe Collier 
Ms. Sophia Floyd 
Ms. Becky Gaude 
Ms. Marla Hawkins 
Ms. Val Kaleda 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kiker 
Mr. Scott Mowrey 
Mr. & Mrs. William Ralston 
Mr. Curt Reimer 
Mr. Joe Rizzo 
Mr. Tim Smile 
 
MILE HIGH MIRACLES 
Mr. Robert Allredge 
Mr. Lucius Ashby 
Ms. Catherine Ayers 
Mr. Tom Ayers 
Mr. Christian Bailey 
Ms. Shelly Bailey 
Ms. Janice Barcowski 
Mr. Don Bellavance 
Mr. Timothy Bishop 
Ms. Fran Black 
Ms. Anne Blasi 
Ms. Alexis Bogart 
Mr. Joe Bonder 
Mr. Matthew Bonder 
Ms. Dee Bookout 
Ms. Gretchen Bruner 
Mr. Rubin Carter 
Ms. Sue Christiansen 
Mr. Steve Cohen 
Ms. Gail Cohen 
Mr. Mark Cooper 
Ms. Karen Crisco 
Mr. Larry Crisco 
Ms. Claudia Cruz 
Mr. Fred Cruz 
Ms. Juanita Cruz 
Mr. Louie Cruz 
Mr. Terry Cruz 
Ms. Heidi Cutter 
Dr. Steve Daniels 
Ms. Cynthia DeLarber 
Mr. Eric Dorris 
Ms. Candace Duran 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Erbsen 
Ms. Stacey Ferguson 
Ms. Sophia Floyd 
Mr. Kent Fonda 
Mr. Murray Froehlich 
Ms. Terry Gander 
Ms. Ernie Garcia-Luna 
Ms. Becky Gaude 
Mr. Tom Glassic 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Kristy Gonzales 
Ms. Beth Gray 
Mr. Mike Grine 
Mr. Brian Hamilton 
Ms. Paige Hamilton 
Ms. Joy Hansen 
Mr. Bob Hart 
Mr. Gary Hartman 
Mr. Marc Hatton 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hatton 
Mr. Daniel J. Havekost  
Ms. Marla Hawkins 
Ms. Lori Hendrix 
Ms. Mitzi Holt 
Ms. Lauren House 
Mr. Paul Howard 
Ms. Kim Jefferson 
Mr. Keith Jensen 
Ms. Val Kaleda 
Mr. Tom Karr 
Ms. Eileen Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kiker 
Mr. Steve Kregstein, Esq. 
Dr. Catherine Kunst 
Mr. Patrick Kuretich 
Land Title Guarantee Company 
Ms. Karen Leigh 
Mr. Vic Lombardi 
Lyons Holdings, LLC 
Mr. Mark Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Red Miller 
Ms. Pat Momii 
MiNE, LLC 
Mr. Scott Mowrey 
Mr. Dennis Murphy 
Mr. John Nillen 
Ms. Kimbirly Orr 
Mr. Bill Pain 
Ms. Lisa Pence 
Ms. Jessica Peterson 
Ms. Becky Ralston 
Mr. Curt Reimer 
Mr. Ty Ricker 
Dr. Stacie Sanford 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Saylor 
Mr. John Schultz 
Mr. Patrick Scoggin 
Ms. Zandra Shaver 
Ms. Bobbi Siegel 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Simmons 
Ms. Sheila Sloan 
Ms. Kayla Soibelman 
Ms. Joan Stone 
Ms. Szilvia Szocs 
Mr. Ralph Tamm 
Mr. Billy Thompson 
Ms. Candis Townsend 
Ms. Dana Turner 
University Physicians 
Ms. Karen Volkert 
Dr. Pat Waneka 
Ms. Marti Waneka 
Ms. Valerie Ward 
Mrs. Sandy Weese 
Mr. Buz Weisberg 
West Tech, Inc. 
Mr. Joe Wilcox 
Mr. Matt Wilcox 
Mr. Tony Wilcox 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDATION DONORS 
B&B Foundation 
Chiavacci Family Foundation 
WAL MART  
Thornton  
Hampden  
 
CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY                                                
ROLL ABOUT DONORS 
Ms. Judith Berry 
Ms. Linda Bond 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bosman 
Ms. Collett Coviello  
Ms. Whitney Coviello 
Ms. Laurie Crook 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Furche, Jr. 
Ms. Louise Furche 
Ms. Tambra Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. William Kennedy 
Mr. & Mrs. David Schafersman 
Mr. Steven Schoenstein 
Ms. Carol Seeger 
Ms. June Speaect 
Mr. Michael Stackpool 
Ms. Ruth Youngstrum 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Zonder 
 
IN KIND DONATIONS 
Lynn Simmons 
Martha Simmons 
 
DANI’S TEAM 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bonder 
GMP Securities Europe, LLP 
Mr. Robert Gold 
Mr. Tom Karr 
MiNE, LLC 
Ms. Patti Pansa 
Ms. Hanet White 
 
STEPS Walk 
Brighton High School National Honor Society 
Mr. & Mrs. Nigel Cooper 
Mr. Jeffrey Furton 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gragg 
Ms. Velma Hermann 
Newmount Mining Corporation 
Ms. Maria Rudolph 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Whitacre 
 
2009 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
Ms. Michele Ashby 
Ms. Kate Borden 
Mr. Michael Brown 
Mr. Clyde Canino 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Cook 
Denver Gold Group 
Ms. Janice DeVille 
Mr. Carl Dilley 
Ms. Lindsay Dodge 
Mr. David Downs 
Ms. Shelley Gilman 
Ms. Dorris Greif 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Gross 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Hackbart 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hatton 
Ms. Diane Israel 
Mr. Steve Kregstein, Esq. 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                  

 

Ms. Sandy Wingo 
Mr. Jim Wright 
Ms. Kathleen Ziegler 
 
MILE HIGH MIRACLES SPONSORS  
MiNE, LLC 
CBS4 
News Radio 850 KOA 
A Creative Corner 
Timothy Bishop 
Budweiser 
CEAVCO Audio Visual 
Centennial Sir Speedy 
Creative Technology Prosthetics                     
and Orthotics, LLC  
Land Title Guarantee Company  
Providers’ Resource Clearinghouse 
RealNet Realty 
Tim & Lynn Simmons 
University Physicians 
VBK Designs  
West Tech, Inc.  
Family of Norris Weese 
 
MILE HIGH MIRACLES DONORS 
American Laser Center - Aurora 
Arvada Center 
Becoming Mothers 
Braun’s Bar & Grill 
Buffalo Run Golf Course 
Comedy Works 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science 
Dunn the "Signtologist" 
Eagle Spirit Academy at Littleton YMCA 
Earthly Body 
Elitch Gardens 
Enstrom Candies 
Estate of Dick Klingenstein 
Grand Luxe 
Gretchen Bruner 
Impulse Theater 
Jim Jensen 
John Holly's Asian Bistro 
KOA Radio 
Karen Canino 
Key Bank 
Kimbirly Orr 
Lin Macha 
Lynn Schoen 
Lynn Simmons 
Martha Simmons 
Marv Braden 
McNeil Designer Portraits 
Michele Ashby 
Mike’s Camera 
MiNE, LLC 
MJS Designs 
Molly Brown House Museum 
Monarch Mountain Ski Resort 
Noel Cunningham, Strings Restaurant 
Noodles & Company 
Pasquini's Pizzeria 
Pasta Jay’s 
RealNet Realty 
Rio Grande 
Robert Goldsberry 
Romano's Italian Restaurant 
Rosanne Sterne 
Samantha Parker 
Serioz Denver Style Pizzeria 
Ski Cooper 
Sonnenalp Resort 
Sportsheets 
Sunlight Mountain Resort 
Terra Bella Landscape Architecture 
The Denver Children’s Museum  
The Ritz Carlton Denver 
 
 
 
 

Tim Simmons 
Tracy Zeender 
Tumbleweed Ranch 
Westin Tabor Center 
 
MEDIA SUPPORT 
AllThings303.com 
Blacktie Colorado 
Fox 31 News 
KLMO Radio 
The Denver Post 
Joanne Davidson 
Steve Peterson 
The Villager 
Glory Weisberg 
 
MILE HIGH MIRACLES VOLUNTEERS 
Mr. Otis Armstrong 
Mr. Keith Ashby 
Mrs. Michele Ashby 
Mr. Christian Bailey 
Mr. Tim Bishop 
Ms. Alexis Bogart 
Mr. Marv Braden 
Ms. Gigi Bruner 
Ms. Holly Bysner 
Mr. Rubin Carter 
Ms. Carla Cervi 
Mr. Joe Collier 
Mr. Mark Cooper 
Mr. Matt Corry 
Mr. Steve Cox 
Mrs. Claudia Cruz 
Mr. Gary Cruz 
Mr. Sam Cruz 
Mr. Justin Daigle 
Ms. Cynthia DeLarber 
Mr. Bucky Dilts 
Mr. Ron Egloff 
Mr. Dan Ericson 
Ms. Tracy Fisher 
Mr. Steve Foley 
Ms. Terry Gander 
Mr. Tom Glassic 
Ms. Jenny Godehn 
Ms. Kathy Gustad 
Mr. Joe Hartman 
Ms. Marla Hawkins 
Ms. Tanya Herbert 
Mr. Paul Howard 
Mr. Glenn Hyde 
Mrs. Kim Jefferson 
Mr. Marc Jefferson 
Mr. Jim Jensen 
Mr. Kevin Juardo 
Ms. Chelsea Keil 
Ms. Eileen Kennedy 
Mr. Jon Keyworth 
Ms. Jordanne Knis 
Mr. Steve Kregstein 
Mr. Randall Letner 
Ms. Kat Leyba 
Mr. Vic Lombardi 
Ms. Lin Macha 
Ms. Jordan Mathews 
Ms. Lois Melkonian 
Ms. Aarin Marrow 
Ms. Jennifer McCord 
Ms. Mary McGuire 
Ms. Kacey McWilliams 
Ms. Caryne Mesquita 
Mr. Red Miller 
Ms. Katie Mortimer 
Mr. Craig Morton 
Ms. Sandy Murray 
Ms. Kimbirly Orr 
Mr. Willie Oshodin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Patti Pansa 
Mr. Babe Parilli 
Mr. Glenn Parker 
Ms. Samantha Parker 
Mr. Craig Penrose 
Ms. Lisa Pense 
Mr. Dave Reavis 
Ms. Lisa Reid 
Mr. Jim Saccomano 
Dr.  Staci Sanford 
Mr. John Schultz 
Mr. Joe Shinkunas 
Mrs. Lynn Simmons 
Mr. Tim Simmons 
Mr. George Small 
Mr. Darin Stavish 
Mr. Johny Stell 
Mr. Dave Studdard 
Mr. Ralph Tamm 
Mr. Billy Thompson 
Mr. Eric Velasquez 
Ms. Marti Waneka 
Ms. Sandy Weese 
Ms. Wendy Wellman 
Ms. Liz Winsted 
Ms. Elaine Torres Workman 
Mrs. Gloria Wright 
Mr. Jim Wright 
Mr. Louie Wright 
Ms. Kate Ziminski 

EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS 
   Dani’s Foundation strives to insure 
that every dollar donated makes a                 
tremendous difference in the campaign 
to End Pediatric Sarcoma.  
   Per an independent account review of 
Dani’s Foundation for Year 2008, for 
every dollar raised by Dani’s                            
Foundation, 94 cents was allocated to  
programs, education and research.  The 
remaining 6 cents was allocated to 
Foundation expenses (administration 
and fundraising).   
 

HOW DO WE MEASURE UP? 
 

   The National Center for Charitable 
Statistics reports that “for better or 
worse, the percentage of total expenses 
going to program costs is the most  
common measure of a nonprofit  
organization’s efficiency.  Donors              
expect worthy organizations to have low 
fundraising and administrative costs.”  
The industry standard that measures 
the cost of doing business ratio for non 
profit organizations is the Combined 
Federal Campaign, the federal               
government’s program of giving that 
generates millions of dollars for non 
profit organizations.  The CFC requires 
that participating organizations certify 
that their combined fundraising and  
administrative costs constitute no more 
that 25 percent of the organization’s 
total revenue. 
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To make a secure online donation, visit Dani’s Foundation on the world wide web at www.danisfoundation.org! 

DANI’S FOUNDATION YEAR END CAMPAIGN 
Please accept my tax-deductible contribution as my personal pledge of support to Dani’s Foundation and the Campaign to End Pediatric Sarcoma. 

 
__ $25  __ $50  __ $100  __ $250  __ $1,000  __Other $____________ 

 
_____  One Time Donation 
_____  Monthly Donation (I will be making a monthly donation of $_____ to Dani’s Foundation for _____ months.) 
_____  Annual Donation (I will be making an annual donation of $_____ to Dani’s Foundation for _____ years.) 
_____  My employer will match my donation.  Matching Fund donation form is enclosed. 

My donation will support 
_____  Patient Assistance  _____  Education  _____  Research  _____ Norris Weese Ewing’s Sarcoma Research Fund 

 
Please complete all information below and return to  

Dani’s Foundation, 1600 Broadway, Suite 2400, Denver, CO 80202 
 
Name:   ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ______________________________________________________________ 

City:   ________________________  State:  _____________ Zip:_____________ 

Phone   ________________________  Email:  _______________________________ 

Credit Card Information 

_____  Visa  _____  Master Card  _____  Discover 

Credit Card Number:  _____________________  Expiration Date:  _________________  CVC Authorization # _______ 

 
I make this gift in honor (__) or in memory (__) of  _______________________________________________________ 
 

All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED NOW! 


